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MORNING  PRAYER 

The  following  poem  has  been  called  to  the  attention 
of  the  editor  by  several  persons,  and  has  appeared  in 
the  Orange  Grove  Record,  for  April.  Since  it  has  meant 
much  to  several  Friends  from  various  parts  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  we  venture  to  offer  it  here  for  the  rest  of  our 
readers.  —Ed. 

Lord,  in  the  quiet  of  this  morning  hour 
I come  to  Thee  for  peaee,  for  wisdom,  power 
To  view  the  world  today  through  love-filled 
eyes; 

Be  patient,  understanding,  gentle,  wise 
To  see  beyond  what  seems  to  be,  and  know 
Thy  children  as  Thou  knowest  them;  and  so 
Naught  but  the  good  in  any  one  behold. 

Make  deaf  my  ears  to  slander  that  is  told; 
Silence  my  tongue  to  aught  that  is  unkind; 

Let  only  thoughts  that  bless  dwell  in  my  mind. 
Let  me  so  kindly  be,  so  full  of  eheer. 

That  all  I meet  may  feel  Thy  presence  near. 

O elothe  me  in  Thy  beauty,  this  I pray. 

Let  me  reveal  Thee,  Lord,  through  all  the  day. 

—Ella  Syfers  Schenck 


"TO  FRIENDS  EVERYWHERE" 

Following  are  excerpts  from  Epistles  sent  to  our  Year- 
ly Meeting  by  groups  of  Friends  throughout  the  world. 
The  reading  of  these  Epistles  is  usually  among  the  high 
spots  in  the  sessions  of  our  Yearly  Meeting  gathering, 
but  in  order  to  allow  more  people  the  opportunity  of 
reading  these  in  leisure,  the  Bulletin  presents  a few 
portions— Ed. 

From  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting,  Barnesville,  Ohio 
Reading  your  epistles  from  all  over  the  world 
has  made  us  both  humble  and  glad.  We  are 
humble  as  we  realize  how  much  some  of  you 
have  suffered  and  lived  for  the  sake  of  Truth, 
and  glad  that  you  have  done  so  much. 

We  in  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting  have  felt  the  stir- 
rings of  a renewed  desire  to  show  a more  dedi- 
cated and  fundamental  witness  to  the  Truth 
and  Power  of  God  and  to  have  ever  deeper  com- 
munion with  Him  “in  spirit  and  in  truth.”  The 
fruits  of  our  renewed  spirit  include  an  increas- 
ing love  for  one  another  and  a Christian  gentle- 
ness with  one  another  even  v/hen  we  disagree. 
From  the  General  Meeting  for  Australia 
Jesus  calls  to  us  to  be  reborn;  again  and  again 
His  words,  “But  I say  unto  you  . . ” challenge 
us  to  a dedication  which  will  affect  all  our  lives 
down  to  minute  particulars. 

The  great  opportunities  and  responsibilities’ 
in  this  vast  continent  are  apparent  to  us:  for 
service  to  our  aborigines;  for  appreciation  of  our 
Asian  neighbors;  as  well  as  answering  to  the 


needs  of  our  children,  preserving  the  records  of 
the  lives  and  faith  of  our  early  Friends  and 
searching  for  clarity  as  to  our  proper  place  as 
a member  of  the  world  community  of  Friends. 

In  all  our  thought  and  prayer  we  must  seek 
first  that  which  needs  to  be  done,  then  work 
whole-heartedly  for  it,  believing  that,  through 
dependence  on  God,  His  will  can  be  achieved. 
Let  us  accept  Christ’s  invitation  and  work  with 
Him  daily,  remembering  that  “they  that  wait 
upon  the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength,  they 
shall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles;  they  shall 
run  and  not  be  weary;  they  shall  walk  and  not 
faint.” 

From  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting,  Homewood 

It  has  been  humiliating  to  find  how  difficult 
it  is  to  move  from  professions  to  action.  Too 
little  friendly  helpfulness,  watchful  care,  loving 
concern  in  our  Meetings,  and  our  inability  to 
speak  truth  in  love  to  one  another  have  resulted 
in  a failure  to  meet  the  present  challenges. 

Three  are  prominent.  First,  we  have  cooper- 
ated for  years  with  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting 
(Stony  Run)  and  have  several  United  Meet- 
ings, but  some  of  our  members  feel  that  our 
progress  toward  unity  is  too  slow.  Secondly,  the 
failure  of  so  many  of  us  to  live  in  the  life  that 
takes  away  the  occasion  for  war  has  seriously 
undermined  our  peace  testimony.  And  thirdly, 
our  failure  to  accept  the  full  implication  of  our 
belief  in  the  brotherhood  of  man  has  hampered 
our  Society  in  our  relations  with  the  Negro. 

In  the  depth  of  humility  we  have  lifted  up 
our  eyes  to  the  Hills  and  are  thankful  for  the 
willingness,  in  love,  to  seek  guidance.  Hesitat- 
ingly we  have  agreed  that  we  will  meet  in  one 
place  where  we  may  all  enjoy  together  an  in- 
creased fellowship  and  worship.  We  are  thank- 
ful that  young  Friends— our  “cloud  of  witnesses” 
—are  present  as  an  agency  that  is  eroding  the 
barriers  which  we  have  allowed;  that  they  are 
pressing  us  to  live  up  to  our  testimonies.  . . 

ASSOCIATION  IS  TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS  OLD 

The  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends  is 
25  years  old  this  year.  It  was  founded  at  meet- 
ings in  the  study  of  Howard  Brinton  at  Mills 
College,  Oaklancl,  April  25,  1931,  and  at  the 
Friends  meeting  house  at  Vine  and  Walnut 
Streets,  Berkeley,  the  following  day,  a Sunday. 
As  recording  secretary  I prepared  the  following 
Minute: 

“About  fifty  Friends  from  various  independ- 
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ent  Friends  Meetings  on  the  Pacific  Coast, 
meeting  in  conference  at  the  home  of  Anna 
and  Howard  Brinton,  Alills  College,  Oakland, 
Calif.,  April  25,  1931,  have  discussed  the  use- 
fulness of  Friends  Association  for  Pacific  Coast 
Friends  and  have  appointed  a Continuation 
Committee  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
work  begun.’ 

Mabel  Pound  Adams  of  Sacramento  was  ap- 
pointed chairman,  and  William  C.  James,  Ber- 
keley, treasurer. 

On  July  25,  1931,  the  first  Epistle  was  issued 
from  the  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends, 
signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Exercises 
by  William  E.  Lawrence,  chairman.  Here  is 
part  of  the  Epistle  of  twenty-five  years  ago; 

“Becognizing  that  all  creeds  and  doctrines 
are  largely  concerned  with  the  non-essentials  of 
the  spiritual  life,  and  that  many  of  the  dogmas 
which  theologians  once  regarded  as  integral 
parts  of  the  Christian  faith  are  only  views  upon 
which  men  may  honestly  differ,  we  are  striv- 
ing to  place  the  emphasis  upon  the  real  life  of 
the  spirit.  One’s  theological  views  or  opinions 
on  historical  beliefs  are  entitled  to  respect, 
but  we  are  not  concerned  with  these.  We  be- 
lieve, however,  the  true  spirit  of  Quakerism  is 
not  only  a way  of  life,  but  the  Christian  message 
for  the  modern  world.” 

T remember  that  I stressed  the  desirability 
of  having  a Quaker  central  bureau  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, to  act  as  a clearing  house  for  Quaker  ac- 
tivities on  the  Pacific  Coast.  This,  of  course  has 
long  since  come  to  pass. 

—Peter  Culdbrandsen 


NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

“You  might  be  interested  to  know,”  write  Wilbur 
and  B’Anne  Hoff  (Jaivihar,  Faizabad  Rd.,  Lucknow, 
U.P.,  India),  “that  we  have  begun  a small  Friends  meet- 
ing in  Lucknow,  with  three  families  attending  regular- 
ly.” Wilbur  Hoff  is  working  in  village  sanitation  re- 
search with  the  Uttar  Pradesh  Government.  The  Hoffs 
will  be  in  India  two  or  three  years. 

tt  ft  * 

Winifred  Clark  (5041  Prospect  Lake  Rd.,  Victoria, 
B.C.)  visited  among  the  sons  of  Freedom,  near  Cres- 
tova,  B.C.,  in  May  and  was  able  also  to  spend  several 
days  with  Friends  in  Argenta.  She  reports  a reward- 
ing and  stimulating  visit. 

ft  ft  ft 

In  Sacramento  Friends  are  now  meeting  at  5 p.m., 
Sundays  in  the  Trinity  Church  Annex,  2620  Capitol 
Avenue. 

« » # 

The  Berkeley  Meeting  has  decided  to  re-join  the 
Berkeley- Albany  Council  of  Churches,  and  Friends  are 
expected  to  be  active  on  a number  of  the  committees 
of  the  council. 

ft  ft  ft 

Clarence  and  Elizabeth  Cunningham  were  direc- 
tors of  the  Lake  Tahoe  high  school  institute  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Commit- 
tee, June  15  to  22.  The  subject  for  consideration  was 
our  responsibility  for  Africa. 

a * * 

Friends  are  reminded  of  two  Family  Camps;  one, 
under  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  will 
be  held  at  Pinecrest  in  the  Sierras,  July  21-28  ( address 
1830  Sutter  St.,  San  Francisco);  the  other,  at  Quaker 


Cove,  near  Anacortes,  Washington,  August  3 to  10, 
(inquire  from  Fellowship  Camp,  1811  E.  Jefferson, 
Seattle  22,  Wn. ). 

ft  ft  ft 

College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  will  have  its  next 
session  at  Palo  Alto,  August  4,  1956. 

a a a 

“Our  school,”  write  Friends  of  the  Monteverde  Com- 
munity, Costa  Rica,  “is  a very  important  part  of  our 
community.  We  have  had  thirteen  pupils  enrolled  this 
year.  With  five  grades,  including  the  first  year  of  high 
school,  and  a beginners’  class,  a second  teacher  for  the 
mornings  has  been  necessary.  The  site  for  the  school 
house  has  been  cleared,  and  we  hope  we  may  build 
before  the  next  school  year  opens  in  March.  It  is  the 
plan  to  use  this  building  for  meeting  also,  until  we  are 
able  to  build  a meeting  house.  Both  school  and  meet- 
ing are  crowded  in  the  old  dwelling  house  which  we 
now  use. 

“Whether  we  worship  in  an  old  house,  the  open  air, 
or  a grand  cathedral,  God  is  within  the  reach  of  each 
and  every  of  us.  He  will  satisfy  our  every  need  if  we 
will  but  seek  Him.” 

» -0  * 

Born:  to  Stewart  & Gertrude  Mulford,  of  Mas- 
sillion,  Ohio,  a son  named  Philip  Furman  Mulford. 

Born:  to  Tom  & Patricia  Sciutto,  of  Santa  Monica 
Meeting  (2622  33rd  St.,  Santa  Monica,  CaUf. ),  a son 
named  Pbilip  John  Sciutto. 

Married:  on  June  16,  1956,  in  Sacramento,  Calif., 
under  the  care  of  Delta  Monthly  Meeting,  Helen 
Cohn  and  David  R.  ( Dick  ) Bruner,  of  Stockton, 
Calif.  Dick  plans  to  attend  California  Polytechnic  In- 
stitute next  fall. 


HENRIK  ANDERSON  AUTHOR  OF  PHOENIX  ARTICLE 

In  May,  an  article  appeared  on  the  building  of 
Phoenix  Meeting  House,  which  has  attracted  con- 
siderable attention  both  within  and  outside  our  Yearly 
Meeting.  This  article  was  incorrectly  attributed  to  the 
pen  of  Nora  Sturm,  while  in  reality  it  was  written  by 
Henrik  Anderson  of  8015  E.  Orange  Dr.,  Scottsdale, 
Arizona.  Henrik  Anderson  is  an  arcliitect  and  builder, 
and  really  the  king-pin  in  the  Phoenix  project. 

The  Bulletin  wishes  to  apologize  to  the  members 
of  Phoenix  Meeting,  especially  to  Henrik  Anderson. 
It  wishes  also  to  thank  Nora  Sturm  for  calling  atten- 
tion to  its  error,  and  to  thank  Henrik  Anderson  for 
ma’  ing  this  contribution  to  its  pages.  —Ed. 


GOOD  NEWS  FROM  HONG  KONG 

William  C.  James  (670  San  Luis  Road,  Berkeley, 
Calif. ) has  written  that  he  received  a letter,  June  14, 
from  Eric  S.  Tucker,  secretary  of  Eriends  Peace  Com- 
mittee, London,  England,  telling  of  the  release  of 
a Japanese  Friend  from  prison  in  China.  Our  Yearly 
Meeting  hr'-  been  able  to  be  of  some  assistanee  to  his 
family  in  Hong  Kong  while  he  was  imprisoned,  and  so 
we  join  in  Eric  Tucker’s  happiness  in  the  news:  “I  pre- 
sume the  news  has  already  reached  you  and  that,  like 
me,  you  are  overjoyed  by  it.  I suppose  the  Quaker 
representations  in  Peking  may  have  had  something 
to  do  with  his  release,  but  whatever  the  cause  may 
be,  we  are  all  thankful  that  he  has  been  reunited  at 
last  with  his  family.  I trust  they  will  be  able  to  resettle 
themselves  in  peace  and  happiness  in  Japan.” 


NORTHWEST  HALF-YEARLY  MEETING 

Pacific  Northwest  Half-Yearly  Meeting  was  held  in 
Victoria,  B.C.,  April  21,  22,  1956.  Kathleen  Bell  of 
White  Rock,  B.C.,  was  clerk  and  Hugh  Campbell- 
Brown  of  Vernon,  B.C.,  was  assistant  clerk. 

Howard  Bastin  of  Calgary,  Alberta,  Harold  Car- 
son  of  University  Meeting,  Seattle,  Washington,  Esther 
Richards  of  Willamette  Valley,  Oregon,  Margaret 
Lorenz  of  Vancouver,  B.C.,  and  Richard  Broughton 
of  Victoria,  B.C.,  gave  reports  on  their  Meetings. 

Continuing  concern  was  expressed  at  the  Doukhobor 
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situation,  but  the  Meeting  approved  a letter  of  appre- 
ciation for  the  services  being  rendered  by  Emmett  Gul- 
ley. More  and  closer  contact  with  the  Argenta  group, 
at  the  head  of  Kootenay  Lake,  was  desired,  but  it  was 
realized  that  much  time  would  be  spent  in  any  visit 
either  to  them  or  to  the  Doukhobors,  and  no  concrete 
remedy  for  the  situation  was  found  save  by  individual 
approach. 

The  question  of  association  of  Friends  in  British  Co- 
lumbia and  Alberta  with  Canada  Yearly  Meeting  was 
raised  by  Howard  Bastin,  but  in  the  absence  of  more 
definite  concern  by  the  particular  Meetings  involved, 
this  matter  was  left  to  rest  for  the  time  being. 

Harold  Carson  raised  the  question  of  Friends’  reac- 
tions to  the  problems  of  pressure  for  civil  defense,  of 
loyalty  oaths,  and  in  particular,  of  school  courses  con- 
ducted by  or  on  behalf  of  the  armed  forces.  It  was 
hoped  that  a more  adequate  time  might  be  spent  on 
these  concerns  at  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  in  La  Honda, 
Calif. 

At  the  evening  meeting,  “Mary  Fisher  Visits  the 
Sultan,”  by  Bosalie  Regan,  was  performed  by  members 
of  Victoria  Meeting’s  Sunday  School.  Patricia  Clark 
took  the  name  part  and  gave  an  excellent  performance 
as  this  remarkable  Quaker.  Eubanks  Carsner,  of  Riv- 
erside, Calif.,  spoke  of  the  underlying  unity  of  Friends 
throughout  the  world,  whether  Meetings  were  pastoral 
or  plain,  and  drew  an  analogy  from  St.  Paul.  He  spoke 
of  the  F’ive  Years  Meeting  in  Richmond,  Indiana,  last 
September  and  the  meeting  of  Friends  World  Commit- 
tee at  Germantown,  Ohio,  last  October.  He  referred  to 
the  visit  of  British  Friends  to  Pekin,  and  the  satisfactory 
contact  established.  Friends  were  reminded  of  George 
Fox’s  injunction  to  walk  cheerfully  over  the  world,  an- 
swering that  of  God  in  every  man. 

The  next  Half-Yearly  Meeting  will  be  held  in  Port- 
land, Oregon,  in  October,  1956. 

—Richard  Broughton 


MINISTRY  AND  OVERSIGHT 

Members  of  Monthly  Meeting  committees  on  Ministry 
and  Oversight  are  invited  to  meet  together  on  the  open- 
ing day  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Wednesday,  August 
15,  at  Jones  Gulch,  at  3 p.m.  It  is  hoped  that  each 
Monthly  Meeting  will  consider  sending  representatives 
of  these  committees  that  we  may  have  a period  of  wor- 
ship and  sharing  together  in  preparation  for  Yearly 
Meeting  and  for  our  responsibilities  in  our  home  Meet- 
ings. 

—Olivia  W.  Davis 
2340  Lawton,  Lemon  Grove,  Calif. 


YEARLY  MEETING,  1956 

“It  is  hoped  that  many  Friends  will  come  to  La 
Honda,  August  15  to  19,  from  north  and  south,  east 
and  west,  and  that  many  will  pray  for  a blessed  and 
helpful  gathering  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  times  are 
grave,  but  — usually  — new  lights  shine  forth  in  the 
darkest  hours,  and  the  1956  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
may  well  herald  a new  dawn  for  the  Quaker  movement 
in  the  entire  Pacific  area.” 

Tliis  quotation  from  a letter  from  Peter  Guldbrand- 
SEN  (1987  Blake  St.,  Berkeley  4,  Calif,)  expresses  to  a 
degree  the  hopes  and  prayers  of  all  of  our  fellowship. 
A serious  attempt  will  be  made  this  year  to  keep 
mechanical  details  and  petty  discussions  to  a minimum 
in  our  sessions,  to  have  reports  of  important  committees 
in  tlie  next  issue  of  the  Bulletin  so  that  Friends  may 
read  them  before  tlie  sessions,  and  to  have  spiritual 
concerns  and  outlook  uppermost  in  our  meetings 
together.  This  will  require  firmness  and  hard  work  on 
tlie  part  of  our  clerks  and  Interim  Committee,  but  it 
will  also  tc.st  the  sincerity  and  self-discipline  of  all  of 
us  in  the  .sessions  themselves.  Let  us,  as  Peter  Culd- 
brandsen  implies,  make  this  a truly  shining  Yearly 
Meeting. 

Facilities'  and  Rates:  There  have  been  no  changes 
in  the  rates  given  in  detail  in  the  May  Bulletin.  In  easi- 


your  May  Bulletin  has  been  mislaid,  here  are  the  bare 
facts; 

Four  or  more  days,  $3.65  a day  per  person  over  5 
years;  includes  food,  lodging,  insurance,  grounds  fee. 

Less  than  four  days;  breakfast,  75c;  lunch,  $1.00; 
dinner,  $1.50;  lodging,  25c  a night;  insurance  and 
grounds  fee  ( required  of  any  person  staying  over 
night)  75c  for  the  period  of  stay. 

Trailers  or  camp  rates;  25c  a day  per  person  over 
6 years,  plus  75c  insurance  and  grounds  fee  for  entire 
period. 

What  to  Bring:  bedding  is  not  provided,  so  be  sure 
to  bring  your  sleeping  bag,  sheets  and  blankets  ( La 
Honda  may  be  a little  cool  at  night);  pillow,  towels, 
and  of  course,  swimming  suits  and  tennis  equipment, 
etc. 

Hospitality  Grants:  William  James,  chairman  of  the 
special  committee  on  hospitality,  (670  San  Luis  Rd., 
Berkeley,  Calif. ) reports  that  some  contributions  have 
already  been  made  to  this  fund,  set  up  by  the  Interim 
Committee  to  make  attendance  at  Yearly  Meeting  pos- 
sible for  younger  Friends  and  large  families,  who  might 
otherwise  find  the  rates  outside  their  means.  Further 
contributions,  or  requests  for  assistance  should  be  made 
direct  to  William  James 

Early  Arrival:  it  is  possible  for  people  to  come  to 
Jones  Gulch  camp  early  if  they  desire,  to  prepare  for 
the  Yearly  Meeting,  or  for  the  Interim  Committee  meet- 
ing Wednesday  morning.  Rates  are  approximately  as 
quoted  above. 

Arriving  hy  car:  La  Honda  is  65  miles  south  of  San 
Francisco,  about  2 hours  driving  time.  Routes  from 
San  Francisco  are;  No.  1 highway  down  coast  to  Pes- 
cadero,  turn  left  to  La  Honda  ( map  also  shows  turn 
at  San  Greggorio,  but  Pescadero  is  preferable);  No.  5 
highway  down  Skyline  Blvd.  to  Skylonda,  turn  right 
to  La  Honda;  No.  101  highway  down  Bayshore  to  Red- 
wood City  cut-off  over  to  Five  Points,  from  there  to 
Woodside,  to  La  Honda.  Routes  from  the  south  are; 
No.  101  highway  to  Redwood  City  cut-off  to  Five 
points,  to  Woodside  and  La  Honda;  along  coast  on 
No.  1,  turn  off  at  Pescadero  to  La  Honda. 

Jones  Gulch  is  only  two  miles  out  of  La  Honda; 
inquire  in  the  town  and  look  for  signs  to  tlie  camp. 
The  committee  will  erect  markers  to  guide  you. 

Arrival  hy  bus,  plane,  train:  Redwood  City  is  the 
nearest  bus  and  train  connection;  San  Francisco  airport 
the  point  of  arrival  by  plane.  The  Arrangements  Com- 
mittee has  made  plans  foi  travelers  to  be  taken  from 
either  Redwood  City  or  San  Francisco  airport  by  a 
common  carrier,  at  a reasonable  cost  for  groups.  The 
line  is  Pacific  Charter  Lines  (Diamond  2-1983).  The 
registration  blank  requests  information  if  you  are  ar- 
riving at  either  of  these  points;  please  he  sure  to  fill 
out  this  part  of  the  blank  carefully. 

On  Wednesday,  the  day  of  most  arrivals,  we 
imagine,  there  will  be  a bus  load  or  two  going  out  in 
the  morning  and  one  in  the  afternoon,  and  probabb’ 
one  in  the  evening.  On  arrival,  look  for  the  Pacific 
Charter  driver,  or  go  to  the  regular  pick-up  point  ( in 
front  of  the  airport,  for  instance).  On  otlu'r  days, 
members  of  a travel  pool  will  meet  you  and  arrange 
tran.sportation.  In  case  of  rlclay  or  emcrgencx’  call  tlu- 
superintendent  at  Jones  Gulch,  Ralph  Crockett  ( Sau 
Mateo  for  Jones  Gulch  No.  1,  Number  bS-'P-lSl);  lu' 
will  inform  the  Travel  Pool  Committee,  who  w ill  nuike 
proper  arrangements. 

Young  Friends:  young  Friends  ol  high  school  ;uul 
college  age  are  asked  to  make  out  both  rc’gistiMtion 
blanks,  sc'uding  both  to  the  registrar.  Tin-  second  si'c- 
tion  w'ill  b('  mailed  to  Bii.i,  Acoun,  eluiiniKin  ol  the 
Planning  Committee  for  ^’oung  I'^ritauls  ;uti\ities.  5'ou 
ma\’  also  write  direct  to  him  if  >'OU  wish,  (Box  851, 
Htmtington  P;irk,  Calif.),  but  it  is  not  iu'eess;ir> . 

Registration  Fee:  again  tliis  \e;ir  a registixition  fei- 
of  $2  is  bi'ing  rc(|uested,  to  be  s<'iit  in  w ith  > (Hir 
rc'gistration  blank.  Your  ('aneelled  elu'ck  or  mouex 
order  will  bi'  \-our  recc'ipt  ;ind  aekunw  ledgment  of 
r('gistr;ition. 
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Drive,  Stockton,  California;  Reading  Clerk:  Clar- 
ence Cunningham,  2422  Channing  Way,  Berke- 
ley 4,  California;  Secretary:  Mildred  Burck,  Rt. 
1,  Box  167,  Monmouth,  Oregon;  Treasurer:  Rob- 
ert L.  SiMKiN,  1032  West  36th  St.,  Los  Angeles 
7,  California. 


THE  ONE  AND  THE  MANY 

By  Fred  Tolles 

This  is  the  second  part  of  the  article  based  on  a talk 
given  by  Fred  Tolles,  director  of  Friends  Historical 
Library,  Swarthmore,  Pa. 

The  tension  between  the  individual  and  the 
group  may  be  likewise  resolved  or  transcended 
in  a Quaker  business  meeting,  when  held  in 
right  ordering.  The  social  psychologists  have 
Ciiscovc.red  vhis  secret  and  -i^av^c  tried  with  some 
success  to  apply  the  Quaker  “sense  of  the  meet- 
ing” technique  in  secular  group  situations.  But 
basically  the  Quaker  business  meeting  is  a re- 
ligious occasion,  a meeting  for  the  worship  and 
service  of  God.  However  it  may  be  explained 
in  terms  of  social  dynamics,  however  success- 
fully its  techniques  may  be  imitated,  it  still 
seems  to  work  best  as  a method  of  reaching  de- 
cisions when  used  in  a religious  framework. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  describe  the  method. 
Its  outlines  are  well  known:  the  initial  period 
of  devotional  silence,  the  absence  of  parliamen- 
tary machinery,  the  tender  respect  for  the  opin- 
ions of  all,  the  sincere  searching  for  consensus, 
the  return  to  silence  if  tempers  rise  or  feelings 
grow  tense,  the  practice  of  waiting  for  unanim- 


ity (even  it  it  takes  weeks  or  months),  the  final 
arrival  at  the  sense  of  the  meeting,  which  repre- 
sents not  the  will  of  the  majority  but  the  will  of 
the  whole  group— or,  as  Friends  dare  to  feel,  the 
will  of  God  as  perceived  by  the  group. 

When  the  method  functions  at  its  best— and 
it  requires  rare  patience  and  love  and  sensitive- 
ness—the  crucial  problem  in  a democracy,  that 
of  minority  rights,  simply  does  not  arise.  Since 
ideally  no  matter  is  settled  until  it  is  settled  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all,  there  can  be  no  tramphng 
upon  the  rights  of  the  minority.  For  in  the  truly 
religious  view  which  the  group  has  sought  to 
achieve,  there  is  no  right  different  from  the  duty 
of  knowing  and  doing  the  will  of  God. 

The  Quaker  method,  then,  does  not  aim  at  the 
greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number.  That  is 
a worthy  aim  for  a secular  society,  but  it  is  not 
good  enough  for  a religious  society.  The  Quak- 
er method  aims— note  that  I say  aims,  for  it  does 
not  always  succeed— at  the  greatest  good  for  all. 
It  assumes  that  Truth  exists,  that  men  may  know 
the  Truth,  and  that  the  worshipping  group  may 
have  a clearer  insight  than  any  individual,  how- 
ever wise. 

“At  its  best,”  writes  Howard  Brinton,  “the 
Quaker  method  does  not  result  in  a compromise 
. . The  objective  of  the  Quaker  method  is  to 
discover  Truth  which  will  satisfy  everyone  more 
fully  than  any  position  previously  held.  Each 

dll  cdii  Sdy  3.^  is  'H7otvF_ 

ed,  but  I did  not  realize  it.’”  “To  will  what 
God  wills  is  therefore  to  will  what  we  ourselves 
really  want.” 

Thus— though  too  infrequently,  too  imperfect- 
ly in  our  daily  practice— we  find  multiplicity  dis- 
solving into  unity  without  sacrifice  of  individ- 
uality, liberty  uninhibited  under  the  absolute 
authority  of  Truth,  the  interests  of  individual 
and  community  reconciled.  Friends  have  no 
theoretical  answer  to  the  philosophical  problem 
of  the  one  and  the  many,  to  the  political  prob- 
lem of  freedom  and  responsibility,  to  the  social 
problem  of  the  individual  and  the  group.  We 
have  only  a practical  answer,  grounded  on  faith 
but  validated  in  experience,  the  precious  exper- 
ience of  three  centuries. 
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